
GETHSEMANE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
200 West Anderson Lane - Austin Texas 

 
REFORMATION SUNDAY      OCTOBER 25, 2020 

  
“CALLED BY GRACE. LED BY FAITH. 

WELCOMING ALL TO SHARE GOD’S LOVE.” 
  

10:30 AM  ZOOM PENTECOST EUCHARIST 
11:30 AM  FACEBOOK PENTECOST EUCHARIST 

 
 
PRELUDE                                      Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word                        Michael Burkhardt 
 
P:We make the sign of the cross in remembrance of our baptism into the Triune God: Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit.        C: Amen 
 
CONFESSION OF SIN  (Congregation Remains Seated) 
P: If we say we have no sin we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.  Let us confess our sin to God who 

is faithful and just and who has promised to forgive our sin and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
C: We confess to you that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 

and by what we have left undone.  We have not trusted you with our whole heart; we have not loved 
one another in deed and in truth.  In your compassion forgive our sin and so uphold us by your Spirit 
that we may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ our light and our truth.  Amen 

 
THE ABSOLUTION  (Congregation Stands) 
P: With joy, I proclaim to you that Almighty God, rich in mercy, abundant in love, forgives you all your sin 

and grants you newness of life in Jesus Christ.    
C: Thanks be to God! 

 
SHARING OF THE PEACE (Greet one another) 
 
GATHERING HYMN                            “A Mighty Fortress”                                              ELW 504 

           Martin Luther 
  

1 A mighty fortress is our God, 
a sword and shield victorious; 
he breaks the cruel oppressor's rod 
and wins salvation glorious. 
The old satanic foe has sworn to work us woe! 
With craft and dreadful might 
he arms himself to fight. 
On earth he has no equal. 
  

2 No strength of ours can match his might! 
We would be lost, rejected. 
But now a champion comes to fight, 
whom God himself elected. 
You ask who this may be? The Lord of hosts is he! 
Christ Jesus, mighty Lord, 
God's only Son, adored. 
He holds the field victorious. 
  



3 Though hordes of devils fill the land 
all threat'ning to devour us, 
we tremble not, unmoved we stand; 
they cannot overpow'r us. 
Let this world's tyrant may rage; in battle we’ll engage! 
His might is doomed to fail; 
God's judgment must prevail! 
One little word subdues him. 
  

4 God's Word forever shall abide, 
no thanks to foes, who fear it; 
for God himself fights by our side 
with weapons of the Spirit. 
Were they to take our house, goods, honor, child, or spouse, 
though life be wrenched away, 
they cannot win the day. 
The kingdom's ours forever! 

  
APOSTOLIC GREETING 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   
C: And also with you. 

 
KYRIE                         ELW p. 120 
L: In peace, let us pray to the Lord.  
C: Lord, have mercy. 
L: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
L: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for the unity of all, let us 

pray to the Lord. 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
L: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.  
C: Lord, have mercy. 
L: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.     
C: Amen. 

 
“THIS IS THE FEAST”             ELW p. 122 
This is the feast of victory for our God. 
 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of God.  Power, riches, 

wisdom, and strength, and honor, blessing, and glory are his.   
This is the feast of victory for our God. 
 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation: 
 Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. 
This is the feast of victory for our God, for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign.   Alleluia, 

alleluia, alleluia. 
 
 
 
 
 



P: Let us pray. 
REFORMATION SUNDAY PRAYER: Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit 
renews the church in every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people.  Keep them steadfast 
in your word, protect and comfort them in times of trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, 
and bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
FIRST READING                   Jeremiah 31:31–34 
The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and the 
house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand 
to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the Lord. 
But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put my 
law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. No 
longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the Lord,” for they shall all know me, from 
the least of them to the greatest, says the Lord; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more. 
P: Word of God, word of life. C: Thanks be to God.  

 
PSALM (spoken)       Psalm 46 
Refrain: The Lord of hosts is with us;  
  the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 

1God is our refuge and strength, 
 a very present help in trouble. 
2Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved, 
 and though the mountains shake in the depths of the sea; 
3though its waters rage and foam, 
 and though the mountains tremble with its tumult. 
4There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 
 the holy habitation of the Most High. 
5God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken; 
 God shall help it at the break of day. 
6The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake; 
 God speaks, and the earth melts away. Refrain 
7The LORD of hosts is with us; 
 the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 
8Come now, regard the works of the LORD, 
 what desolations God has brought upon the earth; 
9behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world; 
 who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear,  
 and burns the shields with fire. 
10"Be still, then, and know that I am God; 
 I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted in the earth." 
11The LORD of hosts is with us; 
 the God of Jacob is our stronghold. Refrain                      
 
GLORIA PATRI  
L: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever 
shall be, world without end. C: Amen. 
 
SECOND READING                       Romans 3:19–28 
Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may be 
silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. For “no human being will be justified in his 
sight” by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin. But now, apart from 
law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by the law and the prophets, the righteousness 



of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, since all have sinned and fall 
short of the glory of God; they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ 
Jesus whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to 
show his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins previously committed; it 
was to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous and that he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus. 
Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of works?  No, but by the law of faith. 
For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed by the law. 
P: Word of God, word of life. C: Thanks be to God.  

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION    (Congregation Stands)  
                                                “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word”                         (vs. 1)ELW 517 

                         Martin Luther, Catherine Winkworth, J. Klug 
   
Lord, keep us steadfast in your word;  
Curb those who by deceit or sword  
would wrest the kingdom from your Son and  
bring to naught all he has done. 

  
HOLY GOSPEL ANNOUNCED 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John 8:31–36. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you are truly my disciples; and 
you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” They answered him, “We are descendants of 
Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?” Jesus 
answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. The slave does not have a 
permanent place in the household; the son has a place there forever. So if the Son makes you free, you will be 
free indeed.” 
 
HOLY GOSPEL PROCLAIMED 
P: The Gospel of the Lord.  C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
NICENE CREED   
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and 

unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from 

God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  
Through him all things were made.  For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by the 
power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man.  For our sake 
he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose 
again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no 
end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  
With the Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified.  He has spoken through the prophets.  We 
believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of 
sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen 

 
 
 



HYMN OF THE DAY                    “The Church’s One Foundation”                    ELW 654 
Samuel J. Stone, Samuel S Wesley 

  

1 The church’s one foundation is Jesus Christ, her Lord; 
she is his new creation by water and the word. 
From heav'n he came and sought her to be his holy bride; 
with his own blood he bought her, and for her life he died. 
  

2 Elect from ev'ry nation, yet one o’er all the earth, 
her charter of salvation one Lord, one faith, one birth: 
one holy name she blesses, partakes one holy food, 
and to one hope she presses with ev'ry grace endued. 
  

3 Though with a scornful wonder this world sees her oppressed, 
by schisms rent asunder, by heresies distressed, 
yet saints their watch are keeping; their cry goes up: “How long?” 
and soon the night of weeping shall be the morn of song. 
  

4 Through toil and tribulation and tumult of her war, 
she waits the consummation of peace forevermore; 
till with the vision glorious her longing eyes are blest, 
and the great church victorious shall be the church at rest. 
  

5 Yet she on earth hath union with God, the Three in One, 
and mystic sweet communion with those whose rest is won. 
Oh, blessed heav'nly chorus! Lord, save us by your grace, 
that we, like saints before us, may see you face to face. 

  

 
REFORMATION SUNDAY HOMILY 
 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC                 “I Can See Jesus in You”  
 
 
AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM/RITE OF CONFIRMATION        ELW p.234 

(Confirmation mentors come to the pulpit to read names of persons affirming baptism and Bible verses 
selected by confirmands.  Family members present confirmands with candles symbolizing baptism promise; 
confirmands light candle.)  

 
 
PRAYERS OF THE BAPTIZED REFORMATION COMMUNITY       
P: Lord, in your mercy,   C: hear our prayer. 

 
 
CONSECRATION OF BREAD AND WINE 
 
 
LORD’S PRAYER, DISTRIBUTION OF THE ELEMENTS 
 
 
 



COMMUNION/OFFERING                  “O Jesus, I Have Promised”                   ELW 810 
                        John E. Bode 

  
 

O Jesus, I have promised to serve you to the end;  
remain forever near me, my master and my friend. 
I shall not fear the battle if you are by my side, 
nor wander from the pathway if you will be my guide. 
  

Oh, let me feel you near me; the world is ever near, 
I see the sights that dazzle, the tempting sounds I hear. 
My foes are ever near me, around me and within; 
but, Jesus, then draw nearer to shield my soul from sin. 
  
Oh, let me hear you speaking in accents clear and still 
above the storms of passion, the murmurs of self-will. 
Now speak to reassure me, to hasten or control; 
now speak and make me listen, O Guardian of my soul. 
  

O Jesus, you have promised to all who follow you 
that where you are in glory your servant shall be too. 
And Jesus, I have promised to serve you to the end; 
oh, give me grace to follow, my master and my friend. 

  
POST COMMUNION PRAYERS AND BENEDICTION 
 
SENDING HYMN          “Lift High the Cross”       ELW 660 

    George W. Kitchin, Michael R. Newbolt, Sydney H. Nicholson 
  
Refrain:  
Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 
till all the world adore his sacred name. 
  

1 Come, Christians, follow where our captain trod, 
our king victorious, Christ, the Son of God. Refrain 
  

2 All newborn servants of the Crucified 
bear on their brows the seal of him who died. Refrain 
  

3 O Lord, once lifted on the glorious tree, 
as thou hast promised, draw us all to thee. Refrain 
   

4 So shall our song of triumph ever be: 
praise to the Crucified for victory!  Refrain 

  
SILENT PRAYERS, THE SENDING FORTH 

P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.     C: Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE  “Lift High the Cross”           Janet Linker 
  

 


