
 “BELOVED COMMUNITY” LIVES EPIPHANY INCLUSIVE MESSAGE 
JANUARY 29—EPIPHANY 4 

SCRIPTURE: Micah 6:1-8; Psalm 15; 1 
Corinthians 1:18-31; St. Matthew 5:1-12 

CELEBRATE THEME:  Who are the blessed ones of 
God? For Micah, they are those who do justice, 
love kindness, and walk humbly with God. For 
Paul, they are the ones who find wisdom in the 
weakness of the cross. For Jesus, they are the 
poor, the meek, the merciful, the pure in heart, the 
peacemakers, those who mourn, and those who 
hunger for righteousness. In baptism we find out 
blessed identity and calling in this countercultural 
wa y of living and serving.  

PRAYER OF THE DAY: Holy God, you confound the 
world’s wisdom in giving your kingdom to the lowly 
and pure in heart. Give us such a hunger and thirst for 
justice, and perseverance in striving, that in our words 
and deeds the world may see the life our your Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

BORDER MINISTRY REVISITED 

  The 28th annual Gethsemane Border Ministry 
was January 13, 14, 15th.   Our hearts are full as 
we celebrated the 28 year tradition of shared 
ministry with our brothers and sisters in Christ 
at San Lucas in Eagle Pass.  Seventeen people 
from Gethsemane worked together with the 
people of San Lucas and accomplished many 
things. Together we repaired plumbing issues, 
felled a dead tree, assembled a mower, mowed 
the property, sanded/painted fencing, prepared/
presented a VBS experience for children with a 
piñata, fed the multitude, shared an evening 
meal with the community of San Lucas, took 
food to the center for refugees, visited the 
border wall, and worshiped with the community 
of San Lucas on Sunday, handed out crosses 
made by Gordon & Marilyn Ketteman. We 
remembered our fellow traveler Diane Streeter 
and the many years she and Cal have been with 
us on the Border.  Thanks to those who traveled 
to the border offering their time and talents; 
Greg & Lori Althaus, Wil & Alice Bassett, 
Andrew Bassett, Wesley Bassett, Steven & 
Christine Bohls, Bryan Bohls, Ryan Bohls, 
Debbie Elbathy, Darlene Krenek, Jesse 
Sanchez,  Khem Saythongkham, Erik 
Svenkerud, Lee Schnelle, Pastor Susie 
Schnelle. Thanks to the Gethsemane 
community for supporting this longstanding 
relationship with donations, service and prayers.  
The Southwestern  Texas Synod, Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America, made a 
$25,000 appeal for the ministry at San Lucas,  
and $34, 600 was given. Gethsemane  
generously gave $7,500 for the appeal. Thanks 
be to God for faithful Gethsemane stewards.  
Mark you calendar, January 12-14, 2024 for our 
next Encounters/Encuentros    

 SCHOLARSHIPS ANNIVERSARY 
The 50th Annual Endowed Scholarships  Luncheon 
will be held on the campus of Texas Lutheran 
University Saturday, January 28th. Recognition of 
persons/families having established Endowed 
Scholarships for TLU students during the 2022 
year will begin at 11:30 am in Jackson 
Auditorium. The Luncheon follows in Hein 
Dining Hall. TLU President Debbie Cottrell 
expresses the gratitude of the university 
community  for Gethsemane Lutheran 
congregants/families having established  
Endowed Scholarships in honor or memory of 
loved ones benefiting TLU students in their 
academic goals. TLU is ranked, by 2023 U.S. 
News & World Report,  No. 2 Best Value in the  
West; Top 20 Regional College for Social 
Mobility.  TLU has 1400 students; offers 
academic scholarships up to $22,000 per year for 
four years; visitor scholarships of $2,000 for visits 
before May 1st, 2023. In addition to the above 
scholarships opportunities, the TLU Advantage 
Scholarship offers highly qualified Lutheran 
students an educational experience that addresses 
the whole person-mind, body, spirit while building 
on the Lutheran ideals of vocation and service. 
Gethsemane members Will Errett and Heidi 
Lundquist, TLU students, are willing to tell any 
person interested in Lutheran High Education their 
commitment to a Texas Lutheran University 
education. The TLU Music Department  has 
contacted Pastor Karl  Gronberg indicating their 
desire to present  a concert at Gethsemane on 
Friday, March 24th. The choir had planned to 
come to Gethsemane in 2020 but COVID 19 
changed those plans. Pastor invites TLU alums to 
contact him to plan a Gethsemane Welcome to the 
Texas Lutheran University Choir. Go Bulldogs! 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

JANUARY 22—EPIPHANY 3 
SCRIPTURE: Isaiah 9:1-4; Psalm 27:1, 4-9;  1 
Corinthians 1: 10-18, St. Matthew 4:12-23  

CELEBRATE THEME:  Jesus  begins his public ministry 
by calling fishers to leave their nets and follow him. In 
Jesus the kingdom of God has come near. We who have 
walked in darkness have seen a great light. We see this 
light most profoundly in the cross—as God suffers with 
us and all who are oppressed by sickness, sin, or evil. 
Light dawns for us as we gather around the word, the 
font, and the holy table. We are then sent to share the 
good news that others may be “caught” in the net of 
God’s grace and mercy. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY:  Lord God, your loving 
kindness always goes before us and follows after us. 
Summon us into your light., and direct our steps in 
the ways of goodness that come through the cross of 
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

RECONCILING/WELCOMING  
Epiphany is a special time for the  church 
community to reaffirm the commitment of 
the Good News to welcome all people. The 
Gethsemane Lutheran community is a 
Welcoming Community as expressed by 
the Mission Statement “Called by grace, 
Led by faith, WELCOMING ALL TO 
SHRE GOD’S LOVE”. As the children 
sing in the Gethsemane Lutheran 
Children’s Ministry Pre—School weekly 
chapel “The whole world in God’s Hands
-no one is left out”. Sunday, January 22. 
Epiphany 3 is the annual Gethsemane 
Reconciling Works: Lutherans For Full 
Participation  (formerly Lutherans 
Concerned/North America)  The 
Reconciling in Christ (RIC) program is for 
congregations, synods, colleges, 
seminaries, and all Lutheran faith 
communities publicly WELCOMING  
PEOPLE  of all sexual orientations, 
gender identities, and gender expressions. 
Gethsemane Lutheran has supported the 
Reconciling Works ministry since January 
14,  2007 but Gethsemane has always  
been a Welcoming Community living the 
Epiphany message witnessing to the grace 
of God , the glory of God in Jesus Christ 
for all people. Reconciling Works: 
Lutherans for Full participation has 
advocated since 1974 for the full inclusion 
and equity for all persons in the life and 
ministry of the Lutheran community. Their 
goals are: Do Justice, Walk Humbly, 
Love Mercy, Engage Gracefully.  This 
Sunday in  Week of Prayer for Christian 
Unity is an opportune time for Gethsemane 
to join with other reconciling faith 
communities in the Greater Austin area and 
throughout the nation to rejoice in the 
Epiphany Season message of inviting all 
persons regardless of sexual orientation 
and gender identity to share in the life of 
the baptized community. All are Welcome    

AUSTIN CITY LUTHERANS 
MINSTRIES 

Pastor Tim Anderson,   Director of Austin City 
Lutherans, invites fellow Lutherans to  participate with him 
in  the  “Point in Time” homelessness count on the 
evening of Friday, January 27. The PIT event tabulates a 
count of unhoused persons  in Austin and Travis County, 
an important marker as agencies and  non– profits work 
together to reduce homelessness . This is an important 
event sponsored by the City of Austin’s coordinator of 
homelessness services, ECHO.  Gethsemane member, 
Dr. Cal Streeter  and students from the University of 
Texas, have participated in previous PIT counts. 
Gethsemane has served  in past years as a gathering site for 
participants. Volunteers go out as a group to count  
unhoused neighbors in a specific  location  delivering care 
packages.  Persons unable to go out in the evening,  may 
assist by preparing, gathering, donating care packages prior 
to the event. Austin City Lutherans Summit Meeting 
2023 hosted by St. Martin’s Lutheran Church , Sunday , 
February 26 , 2023  2:30 p.m. –3:45 p.m.   Gethsemane 
congregants  may contact Glenn & Patti  Hjelm   
regarding either of these ACL events.    
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FEBRUARY 5—EPIPHANY 5 
SCRIPTURE: Isaiah 58:1-9a; Psalm 112:1-9; 1 
Corinthians 2:1-12; St. Matthew 5:13-20 

CELEBRATE THEME:  Light  shines in the 
darkness for the upright, the psalmist sings. 
Isaiah declares that when we loose the bonds of 
injustice and share our bread with the hungry, 
the light breaks forth like the dawn. In another 
passage from the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus, 
the light of the world, calls his followers to let 
the light of their good works shine before 
others. Through baptism we are sent into the 
world to shine with the light of Christ.  

PRAYER OF THE DAY:  Lord God, with endless mercy 
you receive the prayers of all who call upon you. 
By your Spirit show us the things we ought to do, 
and give us the grace and power to do them, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

     GLCM PRE-SCHOOL  EPIPHANY GIFT 

Gethsemane Lutheran Children’s Ministry Pre-
School  has always  taught that “Reading Is 
Fundamental”  (RIF).  Children  enrolled in this 
ministry of Gethsemane Lutheran are challenged 
by teachers and volunteers , thank you Mrk 
McConaughy,  to know the joy of reading. JaMillla 
Jones,  a friend and supporter of GLCM Pre-School, 
along with her colleagues at Barton Associates 
recently  attended the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Epiphany Chapel service presenting to Valerie 
Johnson, GLCM director, and the entire school , 
two  Mini –Library Book Stands  to be placed in the 
GLCM  playgrounds along with a supply of books. 
The book stands will be placed, one in the playground 
utilized by  3 year old children and the other  in the 4 
& 5 year  old  playground. Gethsemane Lutheran 
congregants join with the GLCM Pre-School staff, 
students and Advisory Board in thanking Jamilla and 
Barton Associates for their friendship  supporting  
GLCM  ministry to children and their families. This is 
the second generous gift Barton Associates have 
given to Gethsemane; in November they presented a 
truck pick up loaded with food for the Gethsemane 
Food Pantry.  The month of January started with 
renewed  energy and excitement as  staff and students 
returned to their regular routine following a well 
deserved Christmas/New Year break.  The 
Gethsemane Lutheran Church community rejoices in 
the decision by the GLCM Advisory Board and 
parents to offer this holiday vacation to  the GLCM 
amazing teachers and support staff. Vision  & 
Hearing Screening  is  offered in January  for all  
children. Texas state law mandates  all childcare 
centers have a vision and hearing screening  for  
enrolled children within 180 days of their 4th 
birthday.  The screenings are offered at GLCM  
Monday, January 23  11 a.m.  Families must 
coordinate  the screening with their medical  provider.  
GLCM weekly Chapel Time:  January 6, Epiphany 
Day; January 12 MLK, Jr. emphasis, January 20, 
January 26 with Pastor Karl Gronberg and 
Darlene Joy Krenek  Follows the  Bible 
stories in the Sunday Lectionary. For 
more information on GLCM Pre-School, 
please contact them at (512) 339-6335.            
Good beginnings Never end!  

CAMPING MATCH EXCEEDED 
  Deanna Christensen, Executive Director, 
Cross Trails Ministry, sent a letter to 
Gethsemane congregants expressing the 
thanks of Cross Trails Ministry for 
generously supporting the  Ebert Pond 
50,000 Matching Challenge.  The match 
was exceeded through the support of  
individuals and congregations committed 
to Lutheran Camping Ministry. Plans are 
to add a “natural looking swimming, 
fishing, and nature play pond at Ebert 
Ranch. The1-2 acre pond will open up new 
experiences for campers and retreaters. 
Thank you Gethsemane Luthean for 
your gift and for donating the 
processing fee as well. There will be a 
new water play and swimming area at 
Ebert Ranch. We did it. Thank you”. 
Gethsemane Lutheran has a historic 
connection with Lutheran camping 
ministry. Pastor Karl Gronberg has 
served on the camping board. Numerous 
Gethsemane congregants have been 
campers and counselors. The 2023 camp 
schedule is on the Bulletin Board across 
from the Steffans Parlor.    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



GETHSEMANE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
200 WEST ANDERSON LANE   AUSTIN, TEXAS 78752-1197  (512) 836-8560 

Website —www.gethsemaneaustin.org   Email — info@gethsemaneaustin.org 
MINISTERS: EVERY MEMBER OF GETHSEMANE LUTHERAN CHURCH 

GETHSEMANE CALENDAR 
THURSDAY, JANUARY 19TH 
6:30 pm Japanese Sword Art (Music Room) 
FRIDAY, JANUARY 20TH  
9:00 am Children’s Ministry Chapel 
11:00 am  Memorial Service 
7:30 pm    Narcotics Anonymous (MR) 
Saturday, JANUARY 21ST 
11:00 am  Memorial Committal Service 
1:00pm  Memorial Service  
2:00pm Katrina’s Cocoon Crew Costume Party Fundraiser  
Sunday, JANUARY 22ND—EPIPHANY 3 
 9:00am           Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary)  
 9:30 am     Sunday Church School  
10:30 am Holy Communion Liturgy 
11:30 am Bellissimo Rehearsal (Balcony) 
Monday, JANUARY 23RD 
7:15 am-6:00 pm Children’s Ministry (M-F) 
11:30 am VASA   (Music Room) 
2:00 pm  CTFB pick up 
6:30 pm    Square Dancing  (Music Room) 
Tuesday, JANUARY 24TH 
9:00am-12pm Food Pantry/Clothes Distribution 
Wednesday, JANUARY 25TH 
12 Noon   Holy Communion  (Sanctuary) 
1 pm         Fellowship             (Steffans Parlor) 

7 pm          Conversation & Communion (Garden) 
Thursday, JANUARY 26TH 
9:00 am Children’s Ministry Chapel 
6:30 pm      Japanese Sword Art    (Music Room) 
Friday, January 27th 
7:30 pm Narcotics Anonymous (Music Room) 
Saturday, JANUARY 28TH 
11:00am Memorial Funeral Service 
11:30am         TLU Endowment Event & Luncheon 
Sunday, JANUARY 29TH—EPIPHANY 4 
9:00am            Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary)  
 9:30 am     Sunday Church School   
10:30 am         Holy Communion liturgy 
11:30 am Bellissimo Rehearsal (Balcony) 
Monday, January 30th 
7:15 am-6:00 pm Children’s Ministry (M-F) 
2:00 pm  CTFB pick up 
6:30 pm Square Dancing (Music Room) 
Tuesday, JANUARY 31ST 
9:00am-12pm Food Pantry/Clothes Distribution 
Wednesday, FEBRUARY 1ST 
9:30am       Mary Martha Quilting (Music Room) 
12 Noon     Holy Communion 
1 pm           Fellowship (Steffans Parlor) 
7 pm           Conversation & Communion (Garden) 

Thursday, FEBRUARY 2ND 
6:30 pm             Japanese Sword Art 
7:00pm Ostomy Association of Austin (Music Rm) 
Friday, FEBRUARY 3RD 
9:00 am Children’s Ministry Chapel 
7:30 pm      Narcotics Anonymous (Music Room) 
Saturday, FEBRUARY 4TH   
Sunday, FEBRUARY 5TH—EPIPHANY 5 
9:00am           Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary)  
 9:30 am     Sunday Church School 
 10:30 am Holy Communion Liturgy 
11:30 am Bellissimo Rehearsal (Balcony) 
Monday, FEBRUARY 6TH 
 7:15 am-5:30 pm GLCM Pre-School (Mon-Friday) 
2:00 pm  CTFB pick up 
6:30 pm Square Dancing (Music Room)  
Tuesday, FEBRUARY 7TH 
9:00am-12pm Food Pantry/Clothes Distribution 
6:30pm Mopar Muscle Club 
Wednesday, FEBRUARY 8TH 
9:30am WELCA (Music Room)  
12 Noon           Holy Communion 
1 pm  Fellowship (Steffans Parlor) 
7 pm  Conversation & Communion (Garden) 
Thursday, FEBRUARY 9TH 

    IN MEMORY 
Betty Jo Johnson, a baptized  and confirmed member of 
Gethsemane Lutheran claimed the promise of her bap-
tism December 20, 2022.   The liturgy for the Christian 
faithful was  held Wednesday, December 28, 2022.  
Betty’s parents, Roy & Vivian Lyckman Johnson, 
raised Betty in  the Christian faith through the ministry 
of Gethsemane Lutheran. Betty graduated from Austin 
High and worked for the Austin Independent School 
District.  Betty lived her baptism  with a  loving  com-
mitment to her family, friends and  community. The  
congregants of Gethsemane Lutheran  give witness to 
the  hope of the  Gospel to her family: brother Raymond 
Johnson,  wife Marilyn and their family; sister Marilyn 
Gillett and  her family; daughters Vickie O’Bannon and 
family; Rae Ann Goodman and family; Debra Hen-
ninger and family .  The scripture selected by the family 
for the  faithful life of Betty  Jo Johnson  reflects  Betty’s 
faith:  “For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, 
nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor 
things to come will be able to separate us from the love 
of God in Christ Jesus our Lord”  ( Romans  8:38-39)       
      Blessed be the memory of  Betty Jo Johnson  
 

IN MEMORY 
Mary Ann Hall Nicol,  baptized/ confirmed through 
the ministry of Gethsemane Lutheran claimed the 
baptismal promise December 12, 2022.  The liturgy 
for the Christian faithful was  Saturday, January 14, 
2023 at Gethsemane. Mary was born to Ed & Viola 
Weirich Hall. She lived her faith participating in 
congregational ministries. During confirmation 
years, Mary brought  energy to youth ministry with 
Sunday gatherings, trips to Six Flags, Astro World, 
Colorado. Mary graduated from Johnston High 
followed by a nursing career.  Mary married Robert 
David Nicol at the Gethsemane altar September 24, 
1983. She loved story telling, eager to tell anyone of 
family visits to the coast or time in Germany. Mary 
opened her home to family/ friends for a good meal 
and fellowship. Pastor Tom Corbell, Gethsemane 
1971-72 seminary intern remembered her invitation 
to confirmation friends  upon the visit of Tom & 
Anne  to Austin.  Mary gifted the Gethsemane Food 
Pantry/Clothes Distribution ministry. The Geth-
semane community witnesses the  unconditional 
love of God in Jesus Christ  to Viola, David, Emily 
& family; Andrew and extended family. The scrip-
ture  speaks of  Jesus invitation:  “Come, blessed by 
my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for 
you” ( St. Matthew 25: 34)  
    Blessed be the memory of  Mary Hall Nicol   

 
 

    LIRS WELCOMES  REFUGEES  
Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Ser-
vice was given birth 84 years ago to ex-
press  the compassion and welcome of 
Lutherans in the United States to per-
sons in Germany and European coun-
tries devastated by war. The LIRS min-
istry commitment is to treat all people 
with dignity and respect. Through eight 
decades, LIRS has been a blessing to 
people around the world. Krish O’Mara 
Vignarajah, LIRS President and CEO, 
recently announced a gift of $15 million  
from philanthropist Mackenzie Scott. 
This gift is the largest  one time contri-
bution from an individual in the history 
of LIRS. This gift will enable LIRS to 
continue the vision that all immigrants 
and refugees are protected, embraced, 
empowered in a world of just and wel-
coming communities. With the gift, 
LIRS plans to accelerate groundbreaking 
projects to transform immigration ser-
vices, including trauma informed men-
tal health care and the expansion of 
LIRS Welcome Centers for asylum-
seeking families. The record-breaking 
gift will also support the New American 
Cities workforce development program 
and reinforce LIRS unique capabilities to 
care for unaccompanied children 
through foster care programming and 
other community-based services. Lu-
theran Immigration and Refugee Services 
Welcome Centers will benefit refugee 
families resettling in the United States  
by providing a robust system that is na-
tional in scale, local in approach, and 
helps ensure a long and warm welcome. 
In contrast, people seeking protection via 
asylum or parole are often left unable to 
access critical services and assistance 
they need because  the system is not set 
up to help them. LIRS believes everyone
-regardless of status-should be welcomed 
with dignity and open arms. Geth-
semane Lutheran has been a partnere 
with LIRS resettling the Leng Lam 
family from Southeast Asia. This com-
mitment to live the Gospel by welcoming 
others from countries far from Austin has 
led Gethsemane to provide hospitality to 
numerous families from around the 
world. Pastor Karl Gronberg is in contact  
with LIRS staff member Chelsey Johnson  
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“CALLED BY GRACE, LED 
BY FAITH, WELCOMING 

ALL TO SHARE GOD’S 

LOVE.” 

KATRINA’S COCOON CREW SAT. JAN 21, 2 PM-5:00 PM 

WELCOMING/ RECONCILING SUNDAY  JANUARY 22ND 

BORDER MISSION REVISITED SUNDAY  JANUARY  29TH 

to provide assistance to Gethsemane 
neighbor Enayatullah Shoinwari from 
Afghanistan. Gethsemane has provided 
financial assistance through a gift  to Af-
ghanistan assisting women starting a mi-
cro-business sewing clothes. Enayatullas 
“E” for short has shared a video with Pas-
tor expressing thanks of the people. Much 
more can be done. Gethsemane congre-
gants interested in assisting this family 
are iinvited to speak with Pastor Gron-
berg. “E” is fortunate to be with his sister 
and her family although his wife and chil-
dren remain in Afghanistan. Conversation 
is on going to bring Chelsey Johnson to 
Austin in February. Prayers for this minis-
try are requested for Gethsemane to con-
tinue to share the vision of the “Beloved 
Community”    

FOOD PANTRY 
 RESUMES MINISTRY 

 Following a Christmas/ New Year holiday 
the Gethsemane Food Pantry/Clothes Dis-
tribution  has begun a new year of service. 
140 households, 540 individuals, 20 new 
households were served in the first weeks of 
January. Thanks to the Food Pantry/Clothes 
Distribution Team and the generous gifts of 
the “Beloved  Community”                             
         HTU THANKS 
Campus Pastor Don Brewington  and  students 
from  Huston –Tillotson University  express 
thanks to  the Gethsemane  Lutheran community 
for  the welcome given to them on Martin Lu-
ther  King, Jr.   and  Week  of   Christian  Unity 
Sunday  Pastor Brewington and  a  HTU student  
participated in  the Adult SCS class . Pastor Brew-
ington gave  the homily and assisted in  the eucha-
rist.  Gethsemane is blessed by this shared  minis-
try  to  HTU students and staff  living the 
“Beloved Community”    

ANNUAL   GETHSEMANE   RETREAT    
  Gethsemane Lutheran Congregants are in-
vited to register now for the 41st annual 
Family of Gethsemane retreat, “Into the 
Wild” at Cross Trails Ministry’s Camp 
Chrysalis in Kerrville, Texas from February 
25th-26th. Come for a half day, single day or 
the whole weekend. All are welcome. Regis-
tration brochures are located in the narthex.  

 
 


