
  FALL MINISTRIES BEGIN: “GOD’S WORK. OUR HANDS”     
SEPTEMBER 20—PENTECOST 17  

SCRIPTURE: Jeremiah 11:18-20; Psalm 54; James 
3:13—4:3, 7-8a; St. Mark 9:30-37 

PRAYER OF THE DAY: O God, our teacher and 
guide, you draw us to yourself and welcome us as 
beloved children. Help us to lay aside all envy and 
selfish ambition, that we may walk in your ways of 
wisdom and understanding as servants of  your Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen.      

MEN IN MISSION TOUR 
Men in Mission tour the Spicewood Studios in 
Utley, Texas  September 17.  Utley is located 
about 25 minutes east of Austin on 
FM969. Spicewood Studios is a motion picture, 
television, commercial, music and animation 
production facility with a 200 acre back lot 
situated along the Colorado River.  We will likely 
have lunch at a past favorite, Hit the Spot Cafe, on 
Rt. 71.  Please sign up for this tour on the Men in 
Mission Bulletin Board. 

 

LUTHERAN FALL FESTIVAL 
The annual Lutheran Fall Festival will be held in 
Fredericksburg, Texas Saturday, September 19th 
9am-3pm. Fun for all ages-5k Run/Walk, Chili 
Cook-Off, Quilt Show & Auction, Silent Auction, 
Artisan Craft Fair, Children’s Activities, Live 
Music, Great Food & Fun! Proceeds benefit 
Cross Trails Ministry-a Lutheran camping 
ministry   
 

C P TRAINING WORKSHOP 
Gethsemane hosts the Community Partner 
Training Workshop Saturday, September 19,  10 
am-2 pm. Texas Impact  provides the training for 
the workshop, sponsored by the ELCA 
Southwestern Texas Synod’s Poverty and Justice 
Task Force  chaired by Gethsemane member 
Mary Lou Newman.  

 

ENGLISH AS A  
SECOND LANGUAGE 

Classes begin September 23rd. Wednesday 
classes 6:30-7:30 p.m. with John Berry, 
downstairs kitchen; Thursday classes 6:30-7:30 
p.m. with Beth Collier and Karalyn Heimlich, 
Gethsemane Ministry House, 204 West 
Wonsley. Volunteers are needed to teach and/or 
substitute; you do not need to know Spanish. 
Information booth will be available in MPR during 
God’s Work, Our Hands. Contact the church office 
to volunteer. 
 

ANCIENT JAPANESE ART  
OF SWORDSMANSHIP   

Explore the Japanese art of swordsmanship in a 
small study group setting by learning the basic of 
the Samurai sword and naginata.  For thousands of 
years, the warrior class in Japan used swords and 
pole arms as its primary weapon of choice. Come 
study the use of such weapons as handed down in 
an unbroken linage from generation-to-generation.  
These teaching, once closely guarded secrets are 
now taught in schools throughout Japan.  The 
traditions include Kenjutsu, Naginatajutsu, 
Iaijutsu and Kendo. Study group meets Saturday 
evenings at 7pm. Contact James Adams or the 
church office for more information. 

 

SEPTEMBER 13—PENTECOST 16 
RALLY/GOD’S WORK, OUR HANDS SUNDAY 

FAIR TRADE/WORLD HUNGER APPEAL SUNDAY 
SCRIPTURE: Isaiah 50:4-9a; Psalm 116:1-9; James 

3:1-12; St. Mark 8:27-38 
PRAYER OF THE DAY: O God, through suffering and 

rejection you bring forth our salvation, and by the 
glory of the cross you transform our lives. Grant that 
for the sake of the gospel we may turn from the lure 
of evil, take up our cross, and follow your Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

GOD’S WORK, OUR HANDS 
September 13th is Kick-Off for the Sunday 
morning and Wednesday evening Educational 
opportunities at Gethsemane.  All ages are invited 
to the MPR at 9:30 a.m. to meet teachers, hear a 
story, sing songs, and celebrate the beginning of a 
new year of growing in faith.  Following the 
10:30 a.m. worship, a delicious BBQ lunch 
prepared by Gethsemane members Greg & 
Debbie Pitts (aka Rusted Shut BBQ) and 
Gethsemane Men-in-Mission. Welcome Back  
Blue Bell  Ice Cream Sunday. 2015 was the first 
Vacation Bible School the VBS children did not 
have a Blue Bell treat-Rally Sunday will offer 
Blue Bell ice cream to everyone participating in 
the Rally Sunday meal. Thanks to Stephen & 
Jane  Jaster Greinert and Pastor Karl & 
Sharon Hendrickson Gronberg for providing 
the ice cream for the enjoyment of everyone-great 
to have Blue Bell back ! There will also be 3 sets 
of ribs auctioned off  so bring your checkbooks. 
The afternoon will be an opportunity for 
Gethsemane congregants to reaffirm ministry to 
the neighborhood. This will be a multi-
generational opportunity for service work 
restoring/reconciling communities. “God’s Work, 
Our Hands” t-shirts will be available for 
purchase to wear for this day of service together. 
Volunteer opportunities include: Moline 
Lutheran Cemetery clean-up; Georgian Acres 
Community Garden and Lola Drive clean-up; 
make toys for the animals at the Austin Humane 
society; shop for supplies helping  a family 
through Refugee Services of Texas; a book drive 
for Gethsemane Lutheran Children’s Ministry; 
the annual blood drive provides an opportunity 
for Gethsemane congregants to “give the gift of 
life”.. Many opportunities to make a difference in 
the community. Thanks to Babs & Mihira 
Chandrasoma for coordinating these service 
opportunities. God’s Work, Our Hands. 
Sacramental vessels-chalice and bread plate– 
purchased by Gethsemane youth at the Detroit 
ELCA National Youth Gathering-as a gift to 
the congregational will be dedicated and used for 
the first time on “God’s work, Our hands 
Sunday. Thanks to Gethsemane youth for 
continuing this tradition giving a  generous gift for 
the worship life of Gethsemane Lutheran 
expressing their gratitude for the support 
Gethsemane gives to youth ministry.   
Godly Play Quilt designed by 2014-2015 
Gethsemane intern Sharolyn Swenson Browning 
and quilted by  Arlene Beckham Smith with 
assistance from the Gethsemane quilters depicts 
the liturgical church year.  This 8’x8’ quilt will be 
dedicated Sunday, September 13 during the 
worship of the Gethsemane community for use in 
the new Godly play room and at the Kid’s Table.  
Thank you Gethsemane women for your work in 
creating this beautiful quilt telling children the 
story of the grace of God. 

 

SACRAMENT OF HOLY 
BAPTISM 

Milton & Tania Galan bring their daughter 
Anabella Marie Galan  to receive the eternal 
promise of the grace of God in the blessed 
sacrament of Holy Baptism on Sunday, 
September 13. Sponsors are Xidmara Banks and 
Darnell Banks. Tania has served as a teacher in 
the Gethsemane Lutheran Children’s 
Ministry for 18 years. The Gethsemane 
Lutheran community rejoices with Anabella 
Marie and her family as she is “claimed and 
named  as a beloved child of God.” 
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SEPTEMBER 27—PENTECOST 18 
SCRIPTURE: Numbers 11:4-6, 10-16, 24-29; Psalm 

19:7-14; James 5:13-20; St. Mark 9:38-50 
PRAYER OF THE DAY: Generous God, your Son gave 

his life that we might come to peace with you. Give 
us a share of your Spirit, and in all we do empower 
us to bear the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. Amen. 

 

LUTHERAN EDUCATION 
September gives emphasis to Lutheran 
Education expressed in pre-schools, 
elementary, middle, high schools, colleges, 
universities, seminaries. The Lutheran 
tradition was born in a university. Dr. Martin 
Luther was a professor of religion  at the 
University of Wittenberg. Colleges and 
Universities of the  Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America are: Augsburg College, 
Minneapolis, Mn; Augustana College, Rock 
Island, Il; Augustana College, Sioux Falls, 
SD; Bethany College, Lindsborg, KS; 
California Lutheran University, Thousand 
Oaks, CA; Capital University, Columbus, 
OH; Carthage College, Kenosha, WI; 
Concordia College, Moorhead, MN; 
Finlandia University, Hancock, MI; 
Gettysburg College, Gettysburg, PA; Grand 
View College, Des Moines, IA; Gustavus 
Adolphus College, Saint Peter, MN; Lenoir-
Rhyne College, Hickory, NC; Luther 
College, Decorah, IA; Midland Lutheran 
University, Fremont, NE; Muhlenberg 
College, Allentown, PA; Newberry College, 
Newberry, SC; Pacific Lutheran University, 
Tacoma, WA; Roanoke College, Salem, VA; 
St. Olaf College, Northfield, MN; 
Susquehanna University, Selinsgrove, PA; 
Texas Lutheran University, Seguin, TX;  
Thiel College, Greenville, PA; Wagner 
College, Staten Island, NY; Wartburg 
College, Waverly Iowa; Wittenberg 
University, Springfield, OH; Texas Lutheran 
University  is the university of the ELCA 
Southwestern Texas Synod. The 2015-2016 
academic year has started. TLU  anticipates 
celebrating the 125th anniversary of the 
university in2016. Gethsemane rejoices that 
Kendall Evans and Daniel Holmstrom of the 
Gethsemane community are enrolled at TLU. 
Through the years numerous Gethsemane 
youth have chosen to do their college work at 
Texas Lutheran University. Please look over 
the material posted on the narthex bulletin 
board regarding Lutheran college/ 
Universities. Gethsemane members are invited 
to attend the TLU Homecoming October 2-4. 
Gethsemane member David Doerfler will be, 
along with the 1975 National Championship 
Football Team, inducted into the TLU 
Athletics Hall of Fame and Wall of Honor 
October 3, 2:00 p.m. Congratulations to David 
and all those honored by TLU.  “Learn Boldly. 
Live to Inspire” 
 

GLCM FALL FESTIVAL  
Saturday, October 31st, 10am-1pm, Multi-
Purpose Room and outside on back lawn.  
Games, Arts & Crafts, Silent Auction, Food, 
Live Music, Prizes, Bounce House, Cake 
Walk, Face Painting, Harvest Pictures and a 
Petting Zoo!  There will also be a Raffle. 
Tickets will be $3 each or 2 for $5.  Tickets for 
the activities & food at the Festival will be 50 
cents each. Cash or Check (w/valid driver’s 
license, address & phone number) are 
accepted. Put on your costumes and bring your 
family and friends out for a FUN Fall day and 
HELP support the continued growth of our 
community! For more information or to 
volunteer your time, please contact Emily 
Demerath at edemerath@gmail.com or 
Angelica Lundquist at anglund@aol.com. 
 

ADULT LEARNING HOUR 
Pastor Richard Strait,  assisted by Karalyn 
Heimlich and Lee Schnelle, invites 
Gethsemane members to participate in the 
Adult Education series: Uppity Women of the 
Bible featuring Hebrew Bible professor Dr. 
Lisa Wolfe. Class will continue with session 
four, the story of Esther in the Steffans Parlor. 

 

MIDWEEK CONNECTIONS 
2015 FALL SEASON 

WEDNESDAYS 
SEPTEMBER 23-NOVEMBER 18 
 

11:00 a.m. Adult Confirmation Bible Study with 
Pastor Susie Schnelle 

12 Noon  Holy Communion (Sanctuary) 
5:30–6:30 Supper ($5 each; $15 family) (MPR) 
6:00–8:45 Baby sitting available 
6:15–7:10 Racism with Pastor Gronberg, 

confirmation, English as a Second 
Language, conversational Spanish 
and Children/Youth activities (PreK-
12th grade) 

7:15–7:30 Holy Communion (Sanctuary) 
7:30–7:45 Mentors & Confirmands 
7:40–8:40 Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal (MR) 



Pastor Alex Raabe for his homily on August 30th. 
Pastor and his partner have moved into their new 
home in East Austin. They express thanks to 
Gethsemane for providing them with hospitality 
ministry as they lived in the Steffans Hospitality 
House until they closed on their new home; Viola 
Hall, Mary Swoda, Beverly Helsel, Joan Candoli, 
Robert Rekart for the Labor Day Weekend Brunch;  
Ken & Belinda Malin for generous support of the 
renovation work in the Music Room, Godly Play 
Room, Confirmation Room and office furniture as 
well as outside water drainage improvements; 
Gordon & Renita Feller for gift in improving the 
Youth loft; Dave Haight, Dean Haight, Mike 
Anderson, Greg, Lori, Ashlynn & Avery Althaus, 
Marsha McConaughy, Sharolyn, Duke & 
Summer Browning, Ken, Belinda & Katrina 
Malin,  Pastor Susie & Lee Schnelle, Dar Joy 
Krenek, Larry Pounds,  for painting/renovation 
work; Kevin Kubiak for coordinating purchase/
installation of new air conditioning  unit in the 
Education Building; Glenn Like, John Foster, 
Pastor Karl Gronberg for representing Gethsemane 
at recent forum on racism and policing; Gethsemane 
members for faithful stewardship supporting 
ministries of the congregation. Over $230.00 was 
paid to the Capital Area Food Bank in August for 
food to be given away to the needy of the community 
through the Gethsemane Food Pantry-God’s work. 
Our hands;   Greetings from: Jack Jones visiting 
from Michigan; Jack & Judy Westerman visiting 
Budapest, Hungary; Clay, Birgit, Linnea Lindgren 
visiting Austin friends and participating in 
Gethsemane worship; Joel Gronberg visiting TLU 
friends in Seattle followed by California “life style” 
for  training by Price, Waterhouse Coopers 
Accounting;   Congratulations to: Professor Björn 
Engquist Ph.D  Numerical Analysis Uppsala 
University recognized by staff and students of 
Peking University, Beijing, China. Dr. Engquist was 
joined in the  celebration by wife Elisabeth, son 
Erik and family, son Anders and family. 
Congratulations Björn!    

GETHSEMANE CALENDAR 

GETHSEMANE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
200 WEST ANDERSON LANE   AUSTIN, TEXAS 78752-1197  (512) 836-8560 

Website —www.gethsemaneaustin.org   Email — info@gethsemaneaustin.org 
MINISTERS: EVERY MEMBER OF GETHSEMANE LUTHERAN CHURCH 

SATURDAY, September 12 
 7:00 p.m. Sword Study Group (Music Room) 
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13—PENTECOST 16 

RALLY/GOD’S WORK, OUR HANDS SUNDAY 
FAIR TRADE/WORLD HUNGER APPEAL SUNDAY 

GRANDPARENTS’ DAY 
  8:15 a.m. Pentecost Liturgy 
  9:30 a.m. Rally Celebration (MPR) 
10:00 a.m. Blood Mobile Arrives (back parking lot) 
10:30 a.m. Pentecost Liturgy 
12 noon BBQ meal and Blue Bell Ice Cream 
 Followed by God’s Work, Our Hands 
 service projects 
MONDAY,  September 14 
 7:15 a.m.-6:00 p.m. Children’s Ministry (M-F) 
 6:30 p.m. Square Dancing (MPR) 
TUESDAY, September 15 
1:30-3:45 p.m.  Food Pantry/Clothes Closet 
 6:00 p.m. Royal Dancers (MPR) 
7:00 p.m. Obsessive Compulsive Disorder (MH)  
WEDNESDAY, September 16 
12 noon & 7 p.m.   Holy Communion 
6:30 p.m. Confirmation Parent Meeting (MR)  
7:30 p.m. Sanctuary Choir (MR) 
THURSDAY, September 17 

 9:00 a.m. Men in Mission (Music Room) 
  FRIDAY, September 18 
9:00 a.m.  GLCM Children’s Chapel (Narthex) 
7:30 p.m. Narcotics Anonymous (Music Rm) 
SATURDAY, September 19 
9:00 a.m.  Poverty/Justice Task Force Training (MR) 
 7:00 p.m. Sword Study Group (Music Room) 
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 20—PENTECOST 17 
  8:15 a.m. Pentecost Liturgy 
  9:30 a.m. Sunday School for all ages 
 10:30 a.m. Pentecost Liturgy 
  2:00 p.m. Heatherwilde Communion Service 
 MONDAY, September 21 
  7:15 a.m.-6:00 p.m.  Children’s Ministry (M-F) 
 10:00 a.m. Trinity Care Center Chapel 
  6:30 p.m. Square Dancing (MPR) 
 TUESDAY, September 22 
  1:30-3:45 p.m.  Food Pantry/Clothes Closet 
  6:00 p.m. Royal Dancers (MPR) 
  7:00 p.m. Czech Historical Association (MPR) 
 WEDNESDAY, September 23  
 MIDWEEK CONNECTIONS—see front middle panel 
 THURSDAY, September 24 
  9:00 a.m.  GLCM Children’s Chapel (Narthex) 
  6:30 p.m.  English as a Second Language (MH) 

 FRIDAY, September 25 
  7:30 p.m. Narcotics Anonymous (Music Rm) 
 SATURDAY, September 26 
  4:00 p.m. Gladys Hanson birthday party (MPR) 
  7:00 p.m. Sword Study Group (Music Room) 
 SUNDAY, September 27—Pentecost 18 
  8:15 a.m. Pentecost Liturgy (Outside) 
  9:30 a.m. Sunday School for all ages 
 10:30 a.m. Pentecost Liturgy (Sanctuary) 
MONDAY, September 28 
7:15 a.m.-6:00 p.m. Children’s Ministry (M-F) 
11:30 a.m. VASA (Music Room) 
  6:30 p.m. Square Dancing (MPR) 
TUESDAY, September 29 
1:30-3:45 p.m.  Food Pantry/Clothes Closet 
6:00 p.m. Royal Dancers (MPR) 
WEDNESDAY, September 30 
MIDWEEK CONNECTIONS—see front middle panel 
THURSDAY, October 1 
6:30 p.m.  English as a Second Language (MH) 
7:00 p.m. Ostomy Association of Austin (MR) 
FRIDAY, October 2—TLU Homecoming 
9:00 a.m.  GLCM Children’s Chapel (Narthex) 
7:30 p.m. Narcotics Anonymous (Music Rm) 
SATURDAY, October 3 
 7:00 p.m. Sword Study Group (Music Room) 
 
  

 

 IN MEMORY 
 Russell “Rusty” Eugene Johnson, a baptized 
Christian and confirmed member of Gethsemane 
Lutheran, claimed the promise of his baptism 
Wednesday August 19, 2015. A memorial liturgy 
for the Christian faithful was held at Gethsemane 
on Monday, August 24. Rusty was a life long 
member of the Gethsemane community. His 
parents, the late Curtis Johnson and Wanda Breed 
Johnson  brought their infant son to  Gethsemane 
Lutheran, December 29,1965 to receive the eternal 
promise of Holy Baptism.  Rusty  affirmed his 
baptism in the Rite of Confirmation October 
26,1980. During his youth, he participated in 
Christian education, youth ministry and the 
worship life of the congregation. April 16, 1994 
Rusty married Rebecca Jane Ransom. Their 
marriage was blessed with the birth of Caleb 
Patrick, Grant Ransom, William Curtis. These well 
loved sons were all baptized and nurtured in the 
faith of their parents and grandparents living their 
baptismal covenant through faithful participation in 
the ministries of Gethsemane. Rusty was a proud 
native of Austin. He graduated from Anderson 
High (AISD) where he participated in athletics and 
the University of Texas. He nurtured his sons in the 
heritage of his family enjoying  time together at the 
family ranch.  He was faithful to family, friends 
and community. Gethsemane expresses Christian 
love to Caleb, Grant, Will, Wanda, Bev, Clay, 
Rebecca and family members to whom Rusty was 
devoted. The scripture brings the grace filled 
promise: “I have loved you with an everlasting 
love; therefore I have continued my faithfulness to 
you.”    ( Jeremiah  31:3) 
 

GETHSEMANE PEOPLE NEWS  
Known to be hospitalized: Sandy Jones, NAMC, 
Eddie Westling, UMC Brackenridge-remember 
these friends in daily prayer; Christian sympathy to 
the families of: Lynn Ervin Thomas, Colonel 
Frank “Pat” Malone,  Ron Tigue, Sr.- may those 

who mourn be comforted by the eternal promise of 
grace and mercy  in Jesus Christ;  Thanks from: 
Mark & Alice Mueller, Pat Jurgens, Nelda 
Walenta, Edith Rodgers,  Billy Peel, Viola Hall, 
Doris Minnix, Daisy Horton, Frances Newsom, 
Barbara Tigue, Jim Werchan, Jason Justice, 
Virginia Marek, Nell Rundell, Mary Hall Nicol,  
Flo Kerr, Pat Greinert, Paulette Akers, Clay 
Lindgren, Ludy Malone & family, Joan 
Candoli , Barbara Tigue & family, Pat Greinert, 
Sandy Jones for congregational prayers, cards, 
altar/chancel flowers, hospital, birthday, pastoral 
calls/ministries-cards posted in narthex; 
Gethsemane youth and adults:  Ashlynn Althaus, 
Summer Browning, Zach Brock, Khailen Dunn, 
Grant Johnson, Jody Johnson, Will Johnson, 
Ryan Kuenast, Heidi Lundquist, Luke 
Lundquist, Janae Piper, Ezra Spielvogel, 
Margaret Bolden, Dave Haight, Pastor Karl 
Gronberg for a fun time at Schlitterbahn 
continuing the annual youth ministry sponsored  trip 
to the water park in New Braunfels; Pastor Karl & 
Sharon Gronberg for 51st wedding anniversary 
greetings; Ostomy Association of Austin for 
continued use of the Gethsemane Music Room for 
their monthly meetings. This organization continues 
to grow serving the needs of the Austin community 
and persons having received “lifesaving surgery to 
enable individuals to enjoy a full range of activities 
including traveling, sports, family life and work”; 
Pat Giles  Family Elder Care for Gethsemane 
ministry to their agency clients;  Pastor Amanda 
Ullrich of St. Martins Lutheran and St. Paul 
Lutheran for  VBS supplies; Thanks to:  T.A. 
Brown Elementary Carl Candoli School Supplies 
Team: Pam Atkins, Sharon Kite, Jim & Dorothy 
Hecht, Joan Candoli, Julie Candoli, Joann Rees, 
Sheryl Hect Borgfeld, Virginia Marek, Marsha 
McConaughy, Dar Krenek, Pastors Gronberg 
and Schnelle for providing Breakfast Tacos and 
delivering school supplies for students and staff. 
Gethsemane Lutheran is recognized as a 
Education Partner due to your leadership-thanks; 
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