GATHERING SONG: O God, Who Gives Us Life + ACS 1086

IS FIIE == s :

1 O God, who gives us life and breath, who shapes us in the womb,
2 O God, who calls your peo-ple out to ven - ture and to dare,
3 0 God of cov-e - nant and law, re - vealed in cloud and flame,
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who guards our lives from birth to death, then leadsus from the tomb:

to plumb the bleak a - byss of doubt and find you e - ven there:
your might - y deeds e - voke our awe; we  dare not speak your name.
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de - liv-er us from fears that kill the life we have from you.

when we de-spair in wan - der-ing through wastes of emp -ty lies,
Yet we by faith are drawn to you and will your peo - ple prove,
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Help us to know your Spir - it still is mak -ing all things new.

re - fresh us with the liv - ing spring of  hope that nev - er dies.
as on our hearts you write a - new the cov - e-nant of love.
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Music: NOEL, English melody; arr. Arthur S. Sullivan, 1842-1900
Text © 1990 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

O Lord God, you teach us that without love, our actions gain nothing. Pour into our
hearts your most excellent gift of love, that, made alive by your Spirit, we may
know goodness and peace, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen

FIRST READING Acts 11:1-18
A reading from Acts:

'Now the apostles and the believers who were in Judea heard that the Gentiles had also accepted
the word of God. 2 So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised believers criticized

him, * saying, “Why did you go to uncircumcised men and eat with them?” # Then Peter began to
explain it to them, step by step, saying, ° “I was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw
a vision. There was something like a large sheet coming down from heaven, being lowered by its
four corners; and it came close to me. ® As I looked at it closely I saw four-footed animals, beasts
of prey, reptiles, and birds of the air. ' I also heard a voice saying to me, ‘Get up, Peter; kill and
eat.” 8 But I replied, ‘By no means, Lord; for nothing profane or unclean has ever entered my
mouth.” * But a second time the voice answered from heaven, ‘What God has made clean, you
must not call profane.” !° This happened three times; then everything was pulled up again to
heaven. !! At that very moment three men, sent to me from Caesarea, arrived at the house where
we were. 2 The Spirit told me to go with them and not to make a distinction between them and
us. These six brothers also accompanied me, and we entered the man’s house. '* He told us how
he had seen the angel standing in his house and saying, ‘Send to Joppa and bring Simon, who is
called Peter; '“ he will give you a message by which you and your entire household will be
saved.” !> And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them just as it had upon us at the
beginning. '® And I remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said, ‘John baptized with
water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” ! If then God gave them the same gift that
he gave us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could hinder

God?” ' When they heard this, they were silenced. And they praised God, saying, “Then God
has given even to the Gentiles the repentance that leads to life.”

Word of God. Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 23

' Hallelujah! Praise the Lord ! from the heavens;
praise God ! in the heights.
2 Praise the Lord, ! all you angels;
sing praise, all you | hosts of heaven.
3 Praise the Lord, | sun and moon;
sing praise, all you ! shining stars.
“ Praise the Lord, heav- ! en of heavens,
and you waters a- | bove the heavens.
3 Let them praise the name ! of the Lord,
who commanded, and they | were created,
®who made them stand fast forev- | er and ever,
giving them a law that shall not | pass away.
7 Praise the Lord | from the earth,
you sea monsters ! and all deeps;
8 fire and hail, ' snow and fog,
tempestuous wind, do- ' ing God’s will;
® mountains | and all hills,
fruit trees | and all cedars;
19 wild beasts | and all cattle,
creeping things and | flying birds;
Wsovereigns of the earth ! and all peoples,
princes and all rulers | of the world;
2young | men and maidens,
old and ' young together.
13 Let them praise the name ! of the Lord,
whose name only is exalted, whose splendor is over ! earth and heaven.
“The Lord has raised up strength for the people and praise for all ! faithful
servants,
the children of Israel, a people who are near the Lord. ' Hallelujah!
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SECOND READING Revelation 21:1-6
A reading from Revelation:

'T saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had
passed away, and the sea was no more. > And I saw the holy city, the new
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for
her husband. * And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying,

“See, the home of God is among mortals.

He will dwell with them;

they will be his peoples,

and God himself will be with them;

*he will wipe every tear from their eyes.

Death will be no more;

mourning and crying and pain will be no more,

for the first things have passed away.”

> And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things
new.” Also he said, “Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.” ® Then
he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the
end. To the thirsty I will give water as a gift from the spring of the water of life.”

Word of God. Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL John 13:31-35
The holy gospel according to John:

Glory to you, O Lord.

31'When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and
God has been glorified in him. 3 If God has been glorified in him, God will also
glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once. ** Little children, I am with you
only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to
you, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come.” 1 give you a new commandment, that
you love one another. Just as | have loved you, you also should love one

another. *° By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love
for one another.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
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HYMN OF THE DAY Where Charity and Love Prevail + ELW 359

9] . |
)" A Il | Il Il | | |
b | | | ] | | [0 ]
©" | | = | — s
J Tsi 4 ¢ & < =h -
o
1 Where char-1 - ty and love pre-vail, there God is ev - er found;
2 With grate-ful joy and ho - ly fear, God’s char - i - ty we learn;
3 Let us re-call that in our midst dwells Christ, God’s ho - ly  Son;
4 Let strife a-mong us be un-known; let all con - ten-tions cease.
5 Let us for - give each oth-er’s faults as we our own con-fess,
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brought here to - geth-er by Christ’s love, by love we thus are bound.
let us with heart and mind and soul now love God in re - turn.
as mem-bers of each bod -y joined, in him we are made one.
Be God’s the glo - ry that we seek; be his our on - ly peace.
that we may love each oth - er well in Chris-tian gen - tle - ness.
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Text: Latin hymn, 9th cent.; tr. Omer Westendorf, 1916-1997, alt.
Music: TWENTY-FOURTH, attr. Lucius Chapin, 1760-1842
Text © 1960 World Library Publications, 3708 River Rd., Franklin Park, IL 60131-2158. All Rights Reserved.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

God of resurrection and new life, we come before you in prayer for the church, the
world, and all who are in need.

A brief silence.

Fill the church with the spirit of your redeeming love. Make us steadfast in our
proclamation of your grace for all people without exceptions, especially those
often overlooked in our communities.

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Awaken joy in the beauty and abundance of your creation. Show us the wonder of
your presence from the smallest flower to the tallest tree. Recommit us to
preservation of wild places (local or regional places may be named).

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Instruct all world leaders to protect the most vulnerable among us. Guide those in
power toward equitable and just economic policies, so that all might have
sufficient resources to live safely and with dignity.

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Pour out your love on all in need of care: those mourning losses, enduring trauma,
experiencing broken relationships, yearning for companionship, or facing illness
(especially). Wipe away every tear.

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Abide with all who are victims of racism, especially people who are doubly
marginalized because of gender, sexuality, or ability. Destroy all forms of systemic
oppression, and renew our commitment to healing the wounds of our collective
body in this community and beyond.

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

We give thanks for all the saints whose lives bear witness to your redeeming love
(especially Erik, King of Sweden). Guide us by their example, until we join them in
your eternal home.

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

We commend these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting that you are always
with us; in the name of Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. Amen.
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Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing + ELW 389
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1 Christ 1is a - live! Let Chris - tians sing. The cross stands
2 Christ is a - live! No long - er bound to dis - tant
3 In ev - 'ty in - sult, rift, and war, where col - or,
4 Wom-en and men, in age and youth, can feel the
5 Christ 1is a - live, and comes to bring good news to
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emp - ty to the sky. Let streets and homes with
years in Pal - es - tine, but sav - ing, heal - ing,
scorn, or wealth di - vide, Christ suf - fers still, yet
Spir - it hear the call, and find the way, the
this and ev - 1y age, till earth and sky and
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prais - es ring. Love, drowned in death, shall nev - er die.
here and now, and touch -ing ev - 'ry place and time.
loves the more, and lives, where e - ven hope has died.
life, the truth, re - vealed in Je - sus, freed for all.
0o - cean ring with joy, with jus - tice, love, and  praise.
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Text: Brian A. Wren, b. 1936
Music: TRURO, T. Williams, Psalmodia Evangelica, 1789
Text © 1975, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188, All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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Love Divine, All Loves Excelling + ELW 631
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1 Love di - vine, all loves ex - cel - ling, Joy of heav’'n, to
2 Breathe, oh, breathe thy lov - ing  Spir - it in - to ev - 'ry
3 Come, Al - might - y, to de - liv - er; let us all  thy
4 Fin - 1ish then thy nmew cre - a - tion, pure and spot - less
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earth come down! Fix in us thy hum - ble dwell-ing, all thy
trou - bled breast; let us all in thee in - her - it; let us
life re - ceive; sud-den - ly re - turn, and nev - er, nev - er -
let us  be; let us see thy great sal - va - tion per - fect -
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faith - ful mer - cies crown. Je - sus, thou art all com - pas - sion,
find thy  prom-ised rest. Take a - way the love of sin - ning;
more thy tem - ples leave. Thee we would be al - ways bless-ing,
ly re - stored in thee! Changed from glo - ry in - to glo - 1y,
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pure, un - bound - ed love thou art; vis - 1t us with
Al - pha and O - me - ga be; end of faith, as
serve thee as thy hosts a - bove, pray, and  praise thee
all in  heav’n we  take our place, tll we cast our
o £ o £ r3 . ] d Py
O . : >—]
75 : | |
=77 | . I i 1
T r | T

Copyright 2025 All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under the Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License
#SBT008412; One License A-402096; CCLI 20419706 & 20419696; CCS Perform Music 11266. DO NOT DUPLICATE



N . . . |
|

A | |a|-i| | i
bt

-2
thy sal - va - tion, - ter ev - ’ry trem - bling heart.
its be - gin - ning, set our hearts at lib - er - ty.
with - out «ceas - ing, glo - ry in thy per - fect love.
crowns be - fore thee, lost n won - der, love, and praise!
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Text: Charles Wesley, 17071788
Music: HYFRYDOL, Rowland H. Prichard, 1811-1887
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SENDING SONG Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds + ELW 367
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1 Now all the vault of heav'n re - sounds
2 E - ter - nal is the gift he brings,
3 Oh, fill us, Lord, with daunt - less love;
4 A - dor - ing prais - es now we bring
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in praise of love that still a - bounds:  “Christ has
there - fore our heart with rap - ture sings: “Christ has
set heart and will on things a - bove that we
and with the heav’'n-ly Dbless - ed sing: “Christ has
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tri - umphed! He is liv - ing!” Sing, choirs  of
tri - umphed! He is liv - ing!” Now still  he
con - quer through your tri - umph; grant grace suf -
ti - umphed! Al - le - lu - ial” Be to the
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an - gels, loud and clear! Re - peat their song of glo - ry
comes to give us life and by his pres-ence stills all
fi - cient for life’s day that by our lives we tmu - ly
Fa - ther, and our Lord, to Spir - it blest, most ho - ly
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here: “Christ has tri - umphed! He is liv - ing!
strife. ~ “Christ has tri - umphed! He s liv - ing!”
say: “Christ has tri - umphed! He s liv - ing!”
God, all  the glo - 1y, nev - er end - ing!
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Al-le - lu - 1a, al-le - lu - 1a, al-le - lu - ia!

Text: Paul Z. Strodach, 1876-1947, alt.
Music: LASST UNS ERFREUEN, Geistliche Kirchengesdnge, Koln, 1623
Text © 1958 Service Book and Hymnal, admin. Augsburg Fortress.
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